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SUB J : ROK REBUFFED ON SECURITY CONSULTATIONS 

1 . JANUARY 8 ASAHI FEATURED REPORT FROM SEOUL CORRESPONDENT THAT 
ROK WOULD SEEK ESTABLISHMENT OF TRIPARTITE SECURITY CONSULTATIVE 
GROUP WITH BOTH US AND JAPAN TO ENSURE MAINTENANCE OF POWER BAL- 
ANCE ON PENINSULA IN EVENT OF US TROOP WITHDRAWAL. ARTICLE ALSO 
REPORTED ROK DESIRE FOR CLOSER COOPERATION BETWEEN ROK MILITARY 
AND JSDF. ASAHI NOTED THAT VERY FACT THESE PROPOSALS HAD BEEN OPENLY 
MENTIONED BY KOREANS, TRADITIONALLY WARY OF ANY HING OF REVIVED 
JAPANESE MILITARISM, INDICATED EXTENT OF KOREAN ANXIETY OVER TROOP 
WITHDRAWALS. IN COMMENTS TO JAPANESE PRESS, FONOFF DENIED ANY JAPANESE 

SUPPORT FOR REPORTED ROK PROPOSAL, CHARACTERIZING IT AS "ILLOGICAL." 
FONOFF NE ASIA DIVDIR ENDO DESCRIBED PROPOSAL TO EMBOFF AS 
SOUTH KOREAN TRIAL BALLOON. WHILE BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH ROK 
WERE POSSIBLE, HE NOTED IT WOULD BE "ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE POLITI- 
CALLY" FOR JAPAN TO PARTICIPATE IN TRIPARTITE CONSULTATIONS ON 
SECURITY. 
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3. JAPANESE PRESS SUBSEQUENTLY REPORTED THAT ROK FONMIN HAD DENIED 
VALIDITY OF ASAHI STORY IN SEOULD PRESS CONFERENCE. 

4. APPEARANCE OF STORY ON TRIPARTITE SECURITY CONSULTATION CO- 
INCIDES WITH HEIGHTENED INTEREST ON PART OF ROK EMBASSY TOKYO IN 
DISCUSSING SECURITY MATTERS WITH US. IN CONTRAST WITH PREVIOUS 
CORDIAL BUT LIMITED CONTACTS, SOUTH KOREANS HAVE IN PAST WEEKS 
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SOUGHT OUT EMBOFFS AT VARYING LEVELS TO PROBE US THINKING IN RE- 
GARD TO HANDLING OF TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND US-ROK RELATIONS IN GEN- 
ERAL. DURING RECENT LUNCHEON ROK POLITICAL COUNSELOR CHUNG ATTRI- 
BUTED INCREASED ACTIVITY ON PART OF ROK EMBASSY HERE TO GENERAL ROK 
CONCERN ABOUT WITHDRAWAL ISSUE AND RELATIVE SILENCE OF THEIR EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON. HE STATED THAT WASHINGTON EMBASSY'S CONTACTS HAD 
SHRUNK TO ONLY OFFICIAL CALLS ON DEPARTMENT COUNTERPARTS. 

HODGSON 
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